Introduced by Council Members Johnson and Yarborough:
RESOLUTION 2008-836
A RESOLUTION DECLARING OCTOBER 21, 2008 TO BE “FOSTER CHILD DAY” IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in Jacksonville there are approximately 5,000 children and youth who have been removed from their families because it would not be safe for them to stay in their homes, through no fault of their own, and approximately 22,000 such children statewide; and


WHEREAS, these children and youth are remarkable in their ability to hope, heal, and survive as they overcome many emotional, physical, and social obsta​cles in the pursuit of healthy, independent, and ful​filling lives; and


WHEREAS, many members of our community help these children heal and reconnect, including foster and adoptive families, teachers, school administrators, judges, attorneys and guardians ad litem, the Department of Children and Families, Family Support Services, and their partners; and 


WHEREAS, the youth who are growing up in foster care tell us that the one thing they most want and need is a meaningful connection to a caring adult who becomes a supportive and lasting presence in their lives; and


WHEREAS, this community, each and every one of us, needs to commit ourselves to making child victims of abuse and neglect a priority, offering friendship, advice and support as they find their way to success; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City of Jacksonville hereby declares October 21, 2008 as “Foster Child Day” in Jacksonville and calls on every citizen of this community to reach out to a foster child or a youth formerly in foster care, to acknowledge their resilience, fan the flames of their hope and help them succeed in their transition to independence through friendship, advice, educational opportunity, meaningful employment, life skills, mentoring, or support as they work to become successful adults.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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